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IN MEMORIAM
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EHUD DONIGER
Son of Ruth and David

Born: 19.4.1953
Fell: 16.10.1973 (20 Tishre 5734)



Segen-Mishne
Ehud (Howard) Doniger 9t

A reserve liaison officer in a tank batalion insisted
on joining a fighting unit when the war broke out. He
volunteered as a tank driver, notwithstanding his pos-
ting and officer's rank, revealing courage, resource-
fulness and exemplary devotion to duty.

(3]






On the eve of the Six Day War, Ehud writes a compo-
sition in his class, on a subject close to the hearth of every
Youngster who was fed on, grew up and matured surrounded
by the horror oh war.

Eve of War

We heard the latest news on the radio: Egypt is con-
centrating her army on the borders of our nation, and
is streaming quantities of weapons there; Russia has
promised help to the Arab countries if war breaks
out; Lebanon is calling up her soldiers and is placing
them on alert... most unpleasant news.

We all remember the results of the War of Indepen-
dence, and the Sinai war — many dead bereaved
mothers, broken families, strong hatred that grew
between ourselves and the Arab countries — all these
point to the need to avoid a war.

The tension of the last few days grows, many people
from various settlements have been taken from their
homes and placed on alert. Sons have left their
parents, and husbands their wives, and have been
moved to the borders. Army reservists have been
called up for an indefinite period, not knowing when
they will return to their homes. Weapons have been
overhauled; vehicles, tanks and guns, and with them
soldiers, equipped with personal weapons, have been
moved to the borders in enormous numbers (relative
to our small state).

Let there not be war, everyone prayed. Look — see
how far we have come! Our thriving country, deve-
loping trade, politcal ties with many countries and
friendly connections with many nations which find ex-
pression in the areas of sport, culture and every other
branch, all these things are likely to be destroyed in
a short matter of time. The familiar proverb says:
"What is destroyed in a minute cannot be rebuilt in
an hour”. A war can wipe out in one stroke everything
we have built over the years, since the establishment
of the state, at vast effort and who knows when
we could reconstruct all this anew.

Tension, and the preparation for impending war are
felt everywhere. If only these preparations prove
to be nothing, only exercises, and that we shall not
need the weapons and the shelters. It depends on
everyone of us. To keep calm and to behave properly
when the test comes.

(6]



LETTERS

3.1.70 What a funny date

Dear Daphna,
Finally one can think of you without any doubts. I'm saying
finally, because during those three days we hadn’t spoken, when-
ever I thought of you I had an unpleasant feeling.

Yesterday I took a tractor and drove along the beach. Just
drove. It was really great. If you had joined me you would have
enjoyed it, too.

I was alone, walked among the rocks,

I had plenty of time to
meditate and plan my next steps.

17.3.70

Hello Wanderer,

...It was hot here, too. Yesterday, when I came back from
school, T went with David straight to the beach. 1 have never
seen in all my long life, such a quiet sea, not even one wave,
such a clear sea that one could see the little lobsters crawling on
the bottom.

...If you say that it smells likc summer outside, T would say
that it already stinks from the long holiday. By the way, it would

be interesting to know what you are doing somewhere in the
desert...?

4.6.70

... You are asking what I am doing these days.
Two fellows and myself made up a nice studio. We have taken
an empty house, put in my drums. (to which more have been
added) One of my friends is going to buy a guitar, and another
is building a special instrument that gives a special sound. We
have added to it a record player and a tape. In short, we sit two
hours daily, and make a lot of noise. Out of all this artistic sounds
are created. Sometimes we feel as if we were a professional
orhestra.
... Sometimes 1 sit at home and think of you real hard and that's
enough to pass a whole evening.

Loving you till... (guess what?)

[7]



2.8.70

It's quite strange to write to you again after the long time I

haven’t done so.

1t's a pity you went away. Unfortunately, not everything gets along
as one wishes. I was very tired last night, and went to bed. This
morning when I got up I had a strange feeling, a kind of loncliness,
a fecling as if something was missing around. T felt an urge to look
for you. Maybe you are in the room, or in the shower, maybe
in spite of all, I'll find you.
11l take time to get used to the fact that you arc not here and
T'm alone. It’s a pity for every day that passes with us separated.

Waiting for you and loving you
(as much as 70 kg. can love 50 kg.)

21.9.70

... Daphna, it’s quite difficult for me to explain my feelings during
the day, I was more than sad ...
T had to hear your voice and talk to you, cven if only for a few
minutes.
It's strange that I should feel like that. All day long I was
muttering your name, and thought of you as if I would never
seo you again, It's very difficult to to explain this feeling because
1 know that there is no reason to justify it.
Daphna I love you, I wish you were here, so that I could tell you
this. T love you and T'm waiting for Friday so that we can be
together again.
Please, Daphna, what's written above is a very unclear fecling.
Therefore, please don’t take it too seriously, just understand
correctly.

Mad about you (truly) — Ehud

20.8.71

Hello, My Dear, Daphna,

Tm in a place where I had never thought I would ever by. On
Thursday morning we got on a bus, which took us in 10 hours
to Abu Rhodes, shortly, in the south, far away.

What should I say, though far from Eretz Israel, it's wonderful
here — conditions are extraordinary. We live 4 in a room, in
houses which formely belonged to Egyptian officers. All the people
here are reservists, so there is no discipline. The Red Sea is 500
meters from here. It's a strange feeling to be so far away from
home, but a least we are doing something. Supper was charming,
even a bit exciting. There are quite a few religious people among
ns. We went with them to the synagogue. Believe me or not,
I went willingly to a synagogue. It's strange, because at home T
wouldn’t have done so. But here things change, feclings change.
I'm not becoming religious. There are arguments between us, but
they are conducted politely, in a pleasant manner, and there is
understanding. In short, 'm quite happy, it’s only you who I
miss to make everything perfect.

18]
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4.9.71

Hello My Sweet,

1 have two good pieces of news for you — I love you, and the
second is that I'm in the Armoured Corps.

Have you absorbed this news? The first one is known to both
of us for quite some time, and of the second T was told two days
ago. A corps I longed to be in, a dream come true. What made
them finally post me there T have no idea.

1t's quite difficult in training, but it goes all right and I fecl finc.
There are a lot of Kibbutzniks here and the level is quite high
of course...

10.9.71

...I'm doing the basic training in Raphiah. The trainings
themselves are difficult. But to my great surprise I am managing
well, have no problems with breathing, 1 feel real healthy,
Out of 24 hours a day, 25 we arc in activity. At best we sleep 5
hours a night. There are long running sessions and stretcher
carrying marches. We study a lot of weapons, on the whole it’s
quite interesting. The least pleasant thing in this is the tough
discipline. One salutes all day long, till you go to sleep with an
aching right hand. On the whole, they demand of you to be all
right, and if that’s the way you are, there are no problems.
On 4.11 P'm finishing the basic training period and am transfered
to Armour School, where I hope to become a tankist.
We count every day that passes, It’s good that time passes quickly,
and to come home with Armoured Corps uniform and a black
beret, who needs more than tHat, and lets not forget that I've
got you...
...Our whole lives are ahead of us, and I'm sure we'll know
how to use for the best as we did till now.

Love you
Tomorrow we're going to the beach, “wash day”. Tt is a bit strange
to wash in the Suez Gulf though the same water, but a lot cleaner
and clearer. The silent underworld is rich and varied much more
than the shores of the Medierranean. There are fantastic corals
shells etc.

10.12.71
Shalom Nava!
There is no point in apologizing for not writing, because in any
case it keeps on happening. Form my address you will no doubt
realize where I am. One gets to this eventually, although there’s
still a long way to go, another 5 months until the end,
Hope you got the note I left on the door ages ago. We were
(Daphna and I) on a trip, and on the way back we detoured in
hope of finding you at home, but fate decided otherwise.
1 assume all is well with you, and that everything has returned to
normal, at least I hope so. and in order to be sure, a few words
can do no harm.
This Saturday T will be in your area and hope to find you at home.
Here everything’s fine, nothing much new, we get fat, and pass
the time on duty. Altogether, Dafna has only half a year and I
just over two years, this too will pass and then it will be possible
to begin to live. T have been here on the course for about a month,
very pleasant. The first three months are without any relation to
my army job, so it's a little boring, but it'll better later. Hope to
hear from you soon.
Promise to answer during the next year. You see, at least I have
not forgotten you.

Ehud
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30.5.72

Dear Nava,
First, thanks for the birthday-card and second, sorry for the
“frequency” of my letters. There’s actually no excuse for it but
laziness.
I'm “still” in the Army. A year (almost) has passed. If you don't
already know, I'm a tankist in the Armoured Corps and serve,
like all the rest, in Sinai. I don't often get home, but I'm happy
This is more or less, my “Military Situation”.
As for the civilian in me — I'm still going with the same girl,
who is also in the army, in Golani, serving in the Golan and also
pretty happy, but able to leave and end her servicc any time
she wants. She is not tied, like us boys.
I've no idea what you're doing — probably a clerk “somewhere”
like all the others,
T think its about time we saw each other again. We were never
so far apart that a whole year would pass without us seeing
each other.
Nava, let’s remember old times, even be a bit nostalgic. . .

Please write — E hud

L7172

Hello My Sweet,
«-+ Not much changed since Sunday, we are forgetting little about
our equipments and are busier with infantry matters. Interesting,
a bit difficult but we are able to overcome that.
Very hot, sweat streaming, every free moment we “grab” a shower
but it doesn’t help. Despite the training pressure, I always find
time to think of you, and how good it is to be with you. Such
a difference between civilian and military lives. It really makes
you want to finish with the military bit and create a life with you,
without the need to say good bye on Sunday, without knowing
when we’ll meet again. But never mind, no matter why this time
will never come.. ..
My Daphna hold on, and be strong.
Love you and think
of you a lot, a lot.

4.8.72

- - The navigation manouver was something... We became in-
fantry men for a few days, I think these were the nicest days on
this course. Though it was difficult, at times even very difficult,
but the mere fact that we overcame them and with honours,
changed the difficultics into unforgetable experiences, and there are
many of those.
My Daphna, write to me, 1 haven’t heard from you yet, and
would like to know how are things with you at the borders. How
do you fight? Besides, how do you feel?
T feel like telling you something special, something that was said
many times but is always new and impressive. My Daphna, you
are wonderful and I love you more than ever. i
udi

3972

I've been posted from my base and am now in a new one,
further south, in the middle of the desert. I'm to spend more than
a month here.

I received Ima’s letter ,and Judy’s parcel came just at the right
time.

[11]



This is my first Shabbat in camp for a long time. Odd to wake
up and know that its Shabbat, but not at home. Next week is
Rosh Hashanah, and we'll certainly spend it together.
Hope all is well, and that you, Abba, are eating regularly.
Give all my love to Ima.

Yours, Ehud

23972

Hello My Sweet,

... First the package. 1 get many packages, but yours! First, it
came from you — something that gives it a special regard, and
second, it's form and contents, all made it very special and
wonderful,

... Besides that, it is very hot here, a little difficult, getting dirty,
not sleeping, but we are holding on. Not much is left, especially
now, towards the end there are all sorts of training series, so we
are kecping on the end.

By the way, I'll finish my service in two years and then we'll
be together every Saturday, we'll go to the beach and have many
children, Tt "Il be great, so please don’t complain about an oc-
casional weekend when we don’t meet, OK?

My Daphna, hope you'll get a good job as a big big boss, Tl
be your driver, we'll be able to be together all day long, but till
T'm evacuated from here, we’ll have to wait and be satisfied by
Tetter alone. Lots of kisses and packages.

Love you a lot, Udi

18.12.72

Dear Nava,

A long, delightful letter was waiting for me on Friday when I
got home. Right time and right place. May there be plenty more.
Happy to hear (and a feel) that morale is high — that’s the
important thing, I thought that things would be otherwise in the
circumstances, but I'm glad T was wrong. Sorry you weren't at
home on Shabbat. Hope, neverthless, that we'll meet again soon.
All in all, I get leave quite often; the main problem is how to
organise one’s time, Saturdays there are lots of plans but some-
times I don’t feel like going out, and sometimes the car has
broken down, so it's awfully hard to plan things. You're Jucky
that you can begin studying. Everybody’s studying and only I'm
stuck out here in the hills.

I dont know what I'll do with my matric. When I'm relcased,
1 don't want to mark time. I'd prefer to learn something and get
on. What I've leamnt so far won't earn me a living. The problem
of finding a wife is already solved, so my head is clear for other
worri

All this is a bit far ahead (at least two years) but its good to feel
some stability as regards the future, and who knows as well as I do
how good it feels to know where you stand.

Navaleh, there’s nothing like sitting together, in the same room,
but until that's possible there’s nothing for it but to continue in
this old way — by letter.

Hoping to see you soon.

Ehud
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Last postcards from the battle front a few days before
Udi was killed.

12.10.73

Daphnale, )
Still alive, Feel great, do not know when will get home.
& will be over soon, will pass quietly, and well be

Hope everythin
1 opportunity to send a post card.

together again/. This is an unusua

There is no way to call.
Daphna, do not worry.

Hope o scc you soon.
Love you — Udi
Please call home and send all. ..

13.10.73

Hello Daphnale,
Again I am using a few minutes rest to write to you. There is a lot
1o t2ll, but this is not the suitable place. Of the situation you
probably know from newspapers and radio. Mostly they tell the
truth with the hope that it'll end quickly and we will return home.
A strange feeling but this is reality. ..
Love you,
Yours, Udi
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14.10.73

It's a bit quiet now, restful, a little time to rest and think, and
to remember the existing reality far on the other side. To remember
you and the family and the rest back home.
A week passed and I'm here, in the war, they say that it is the
most difficult in Isracl’s wars till now. Though I have not fought
in the past it is really difficult, but more difficult are the
worry, the tension, the lack of knowledge of what is happening
around, what will be, when it will all end.. .
A week passed and the end is not seen yet, T would like to see it
as past, a bitter reality which we lived and passed.
...It is strange to be among older than yourself, but one gets
along, the conditions around make you form ties as between
brothers.
A week old beard covers my chin, we'll let it grow, and you won't
know me. ..

Love and misses you — Udi

[15]
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Teenagers, Experiences

1t is still difficult to absorb that he is not here.
1 remember how we used to take a tractor, go to Atlit to buy a
pack of cigarettes, Every new tractor that arrived at the Kibbutz,
had to pass our test. The fear that someone might catch s when
we tried to find the keys of the John Deer or the Ferguson 175 ...
I remember how after a movie in Haifa we would go down to
look at the whores, we would wait untill a prostitute will approach
the car, and then ask her for a reduction for soldiers or Kibbutzniks
laughing, satisfied to see them running away as police cars appeared,
Experiences of teenagers that ended so fast ...

Danni Urman

On Ehud

Ehud’s a story. Apathetic all day long, yet composed
and quietly smiling. His eyes seem to close to thin
slits, looking on with reservation.

You can't put anything over him, he understands all
that is going on. One who hates the establishment,
any kind. Since he detested it so, he did not feel like
joining us in the officers training course. He was
afraid of seven more months of damned training, stiff
discipline, endless orders.

Somehow he did us a favour and came along. We
were glad; his optimism covered by president criti-
cism, his wit, his jokes in the small hours while rou-
tinely servicing our tanks, these were incomparable.
It is good to be his friend. He is frank, for better or
for worse, honest, faithful. Even when he does not
lend a hand in cleaning the room prior to morning
inspection (since, supposedly he is indifferent and
Tlow), he will always be forgiven. He will eventually
compensate you, somehow registering in his mind
that after fixing you in the morning he is now indebted
to you. Composed he is, calm.

Once | bent down under the barrel and on getting up
hit my head so hard, | saw stars. Ehud came down from
the “Pattons’” above and reported to me dryly: “You
got a bang on the head”. How can you be mad at
him, even though you think you might not get through
the day.

Being an officer cadet seemed not for him. At the
training school they claimed he was too apathetic to
be an officer. We revolted against this; it was clear
that if the need arose (as it had not yet) he would
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lose his apathy. Ehud, however, was relieved, ready
to take off. Of course he did not take our advice to
promise to try harder in the future and thereby “buy”
his stay. He came to the senior officer for an interview
requesting transfer, but was thrown out of his office.
“Ehud is much too good to flunk the course, he should
get right back to his unit, finish the course with all
the others and his name should not come up again”,
this was the officer's reaction.
When we started our corps supplementary training,
the pressure became much greater. The strict disci-
pline was too much for him right from the start. Before
moving for field training to Shivat, Ehud handed in
his resignation. For hours | talked to him. | reminded
him that he said the same things at the first training
base, but finished the course easily in the end.
I pointed out to him the good crowd he would he with,
the rank he could expect, the responsibility, maturity,
the pleasure it would give Dafna.
Talk to the walll Headquarters did not accept his resi-
gnation. He was dragged along, not cooperating. Final-
ly he got his way and left. He joined a course for
adjudants. We said: Now at least he will be safe, will
spend more time at home, will rest; we envied him.
We did not know what war was like.
The adjudant who went to take it easy, jumped into
the tank drivers’ seat. He was decorated. Go explain
to him now that he would get a higher decoration
coming back to us, sound and whole.
His grave near the shore | want to cover again and
again with kisses. | want to take him away from there
and cry out that we have done with it, the game is
over.

Zahki

Ehud (Blessed be his Memory)

It is difficult to write about you, since nothing | write
can throw light on your effervescent character. | try
to bring back memories, try to recall moments. You
suffered from asthma, and a small child we had to
send you more than once to hospital because we could
not bring you out of an attack. You accepted the con-
dition without saying anything and behaved like an
adult. By your strong will-power you overcame the
condition, which disappeared in time. We were neigh-
bours, and met very often, and | miss that pat of your
hand on my shoulder as you asked “Davida, how's
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your health?” You put on a little weight, got pleasure
from life and girls, and were always happy, even when
you were saved by a miracle when the car you were
in overturned.
| could go on and tell about you, because you were so
likeable. But time passed, and we learnt that you are
doing an officer's course. During this course you
again had an asthma attack and to what lengths you
went to hide it and so enable you to finish the course.
You succeeded and became an officer. After complet-
ing the course you were given a new post, thus when
the war broke out you were not serving in the front
line. You volunteered in order to fight alongside your
friends at the front, and there, in Sinai you fell as a
hero.
Half a year already passed since the bitter day that we
received the notification that you were missing. We so
hoped that, nevertheless, somewhere amongst the
prisoners in Egypt you would be found... but in vain.
Gradually, we had to resign ourselves — that you,
Ehud where no longer with us. And always the question
is asked — why did y ou have to be the one to pay
the price of life? And we are in the emptiness with
heaviness in our hearts from which there can be no
release. We are comforted in the knowledge that your
sacrifice was not in vain and that it was for peace and
for our nation that you fell.

Davida

A golden boy running up the hill and laughing... No
shoes, no shirt, his hair gleaming in the sun, his hand
holding his girl's, pulling her laughing up the hill.
A picture to remain forever in my mind. Not for Ehud
the easy run down hill — but the more challenging
race up hill.
Years have already passed. we have grown older —
more grey hairs have to be covered. No longer can
we hide the fine wrinkles in our faces. We no longer
stride from rock to rock, but walk sedately along the
pathways, but Ehud still remains the joyous young
man. He lived and loved and believed and fought for
his beliefs, and in the end gave his life.
Sometimes, in the distance, | see a young man and |
think — here's Ehud home — Or a snatch of noisy
tune that | remember he liked, and my heart lurches.
But his vivid presence never lets me mourn for long,
because he is, and will remain the golden, laughing
boy running up the hill.

Beryl

[20]



2nd /Lt Ehud (Howard) Doniger

Throughout his life he made an effort to hide the
asthma from which he suffered since childhood. More
than once he was sent to hospital because of it.
Whilst a cadet on an adjutants course, he suffered an
attack. Having learnt from experience, he did the fact
from his superiors for fear of being sent down.

When Ehud received his commission, his first post
was as Liaison Officer to a reservist tank battalion.
When war broke out, true to his character he asked
to be transferred to the front. In spite of his post
and rank, he participated in the Sinai battles as a
tank driver. He fufilled a childhood dream of serving
in a fighting unit and fell in the battle for the Chinese
Farm on the 16th of October.

Ehud was born in the English industrial city of Man-
chester in April, 1953. When he was three, his family
came to lIsrael and settled in Habonim, where he
spent his childhood among his circle of friends.

Davida: "It is difficult to speak of him, because nothing
one might say can describe his effervescent perso-
nality. His asthma was always there like a cloud in
the background, compelling him to accept the inevi-
table and to behave maturely. He was always jolly —
even when miraculously saved from an overturned
car”,

Being of a mature character — the result of his deter-
mined struggle with asthma — he acted as an “elder”
to the group in which he moved, and everyone knew
that “you can rely on Ehud". Ehud, his friends say,
had all the qualities and potential for success in life;
a serious approach to all issues, an easy-going nature
and friendliness towards others, the ability to think
and the capability to carry out.

He took on personal challenges to improve his self-
confidence — sailing, sports, an instructor's course in
Gadna — in an effort to suppress his asthma. Ignoring
his medical file, he applied to serve as a fighting
soldier, was rejected and served as adjudant instead.
From Liaison Officer to fighting soldier, to a front-line
tankist! Ehud did not manage to describe in words
his feelings on finally driving a tank, but they are not
hard to imagine.

He was twenty years old when he fell

Yitzhak Latz
[21]



In Memory of Ehud

We at times meet people to whom we are immediately
drawn with a deep and intimate understanding. We
also know why.
So | liked Ehud from our first meeting — his good man-
ners, his upbringing, his politeness. Even when angry
or dissatisfied, his courtesy remained, rooted as it
was in a home-life and an environment steeped in
consideration for others. This was how he behaved
towards adults and towards comrades of his own age.
Ehud was popular with his fellows pupils. They knew
that they had someone they could rely on, someone
to whom they could pour out their hearts and could
come to for help in trouble. Many were the friends
who visited his home, often staying overnight. Love
of his fellows, so deeply ingrained ,caused others to
love him.
These days, when the pursuit of materialistic things
is so wide spread, itis indeed rare to find the honesty
and candour which was so well personified in Ehud.
When unpleasant things had to be said, he said them,
guided always by his scrupulous honesty, but always
in his characteristically polite and friendly way.
Ehud had a youthful zest for life spiced with humour.
He loved to laugh and to enjoy himself and relished
every aspect of living. Unjustly, too soon, this young
life was cut off.
Ehud promised me that one day he would take me
sailing. He was unable to keep that promise...
| am sure that all who knew Ehud will never forget
him.

M.L.

friend and teacher

A Personal Letter to Ehud... 4.2.78

Ehud! Had you lived, | doubt whether we would have
kept in touch.

We spent three months together on an adjutants
course. Befort the course we'd never met but some-
how we hit it off, between the barrack-nuts and the
paper-work.

| know you hated the course, laboured mightily to
flunk it — to no avail. And don't deny that you copied
from me in many exams, but evidently, because of
short-sightedness, you were confined to barracks
almost every weekend thanks to your “successes'.
And it was | who a number of times contacted Dafna
to fix time and place to smuggle you out of camp.
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| remember the Ray-Band sunglasses | adopted to
improve masculinity...

True that | learnt about your death from the news-
per. Eli asked me to write a few words. What should
| write? And as who should | write? As one who
hardly knew you and who to-day, five years later,
knows you no better?

That you were handsome, that you were muscular...
I wish we'd fallen into a deep sleep at the beginning
of '73 and woken up again only at the end of the year...
and then... In these crazy days we stand perhaps at
the beginning of a new age. No more war, talk of irue
peace, and solutions — and everyone is pessimistic!
And | try, with all my might, with my teeth, with my
fingernails, to grab a tail-end of optimism, to try to
smile.

I'm sick of fanfare of war and of mourning dirges, of
the sharpening of swords and of volleys fired over
fresh graves. Once | was an extremist and said “a
good Arab is a dead Arab!” But what's the point, if
my friends are among the dead.

I should imagine that few will understand my rambling...
what is there in it to interest them? And what the
connection is with a memorial booklet and attempts
to embrace the distant, unreal past you will certainly
understand.

That's it, comrade. There’s no point in saying that its
difficult, and trying to find words in a terrible empti-
ness. Words... words... words... Its a writer's and a
poet's privilege to write, and they'll do it better than I.

Yours, Avi

Ehud...

Ehud was a dear comrade, a true friend. It is hard for
me to think of him in the past tense and to say of him
"he was". It will take a long time to get used to the
fact that we shall no longer see his smile and hear
his voice here, in Habonim, where he grew up and
spent almost all his life.

| first got to know Ehud when he came to us, aged 3,
when we were kids in kindergaten. | remember the
wonderful times we had together then; Ehud's pranks,
and his gradual getting used to the ways of the vil-
lage and the country. During his schooldays, Ehud's
love of the meshek was strong and particularly his
eagerness to participate in the work of its branches.
Ehud was the first in our class to help out with the
dairy herd on Saturdays, and was famous for his love
of tractors.
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Whilst at secondary school, Ehud worked a great
deal in the various branches of Habonim, but specia-
lized in irrigated crops, about which he was very
enthusiastic. At school he was not an outstanding
pupil, but on the other hand, was the life and soul of
our class and endeared himself to all who knew him.
Ehud always excelled in his personal relationships
with those around him. He would visit friends and
look after their welfare. As related by his commanders,
this is also reflected in the way he met his death,
trying to bring a wounded comrade to safety.

We shall always remember the wonderful times we
had with Ehud and his great love of life, cut at the
height of its flowering.

| remember one particular Saturday during our army
service. Ehud and | had come home on leave. Ehud
spoke of his army expriences and the conversation
came around to a subject which even to-day worries
many of us, namely, our plans for the future, after
release from the army. Ehud revealed a seriousness
and maturity I'd never before met in people of our
own age. He had a clearly thought out programme of
what he planned to do after his three years service.
Then the Yom Kippur war was upon us in which we
lost the best of our comrades — among them Ehud,
who fell so young and before he was able to realize
even one of those plans he'd told me of.

Although some time has passed since the day we
accompanied Ehud on his last journey, | still cannot
forget those days after the war had ended when |
learned that Ehud was missing. | tried to deceive my-
self that Ehud would come back to us. It was, and
still is, hard to accept his being taken from us. But
perhaps we can find consolation, if we are resolute, in
continuing to fulfil those same plans which Ehud
wanted so much to carry out. In this way, perhaps, we
shall be able to say that his death was not wasted
and that thanks to him and all his comrades who fell,
we can to-day continue living in our country.

| know that what | have written is a meagre consolation
to his mother, his brother and his girl-friend Dafna.
1 could never say that his sacrifice was to no purpose
and | wish to express my participation in their deep
grief.

Ehud, may your memory be ble:
your sacrifice was not in vain an
peace in our land.

ssed; let us hope that
d may we quickly see

David
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